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l HNA schedules meetmg July 19

'r

l Grace medlcal
provxder to answer
questlons about plan -

. 'Health Network America, the
. administrator of a-free medical
plan offered by W.R. Grace for -

- victims - of. asbestos-related dis-

-ease,- will- hold a meeting for ::
plan members -on Fnday, July -

19 1y ? :..'z';.

-The meeting,- scheduled for -

830a.m at the VFW hall, is

~bc1ng held to present medical '

*-information-on agbestos and to
 answer quesuons abom l.he
medlcal programi. -

- HNA founder-and chlefexec-

_uuve officer Stephen Kardos -
will attend the meeting along
-with vice president for medical -

.affairs:Dr. Hay Flynn and nurs-
- ing-director: Vi Kauffinan. -Dr.
‘Eric . Garshick. of Harvard
Medical Schoo! and Dr.’ Pau!
- .Scandon of the Mayo Clinic will

- tified ~‘puimondlogists. - with
- .expertise inasbestosis as well as
. mcupaﬂonalandenv:ronmental :
.. health, - -
. Garsluck wlll speak +about

potenual effects of asbestos

- exposure and. dangeu of smok-.

l'ng' : o - -
.= Scanlon will-discuss the defi-
. mition of pleural.plague and its

. relauon to asbestos and asbesto-

Flynn wﬂl prov:de an. update L
--on-the-Libby medical program’

- pharmacy plan.: = .o

I-l]*IAhasbeenthetargetof-

criticism from locai. -asbestos

.victims .- and . .health- care
: pmwdets ‘following a decision

to more strictly enforce eligibil-

ity criteria for the:medical plan. <
Some - applicants- have. been:

denied - coverage .after. being

diagnosed with ashestos-related
-disease by their personal physi-
- cians, HNAhas also removed a -
numbér of medications from a -
list ‘of ,prescriptions. previously -
"-'coveredbytheplam ‘ -

The medical plan’ was- msu-

2000 to pmvlde no-cost cover-

- age for former vermiculite mige

workers, - their. families. . and

other leby-area resident$ who
- 'may have come in contact-with
tfremolite asbestos fibers that . -
~-occurred as a conlnmmate inthe . .

vermnicalite ore,

‘Until earlier this year, Graoe
-approved applications for cov-
erage and- evéryone was admu-_'
ted, Ftynnsatdatameehuglast -
month_ in- Libby.. In’ Febmary -
-Grace appointed HNA 1o audit- -
ﬁleprogramtomnnlsﬁmc-..l '
tioning propeily ‘and*has’ given
the - “firm - responstbilxty for

revlewmg applwauons, be sa:d
About- 750 people are’ cur—

; renﬂy enrolled in the- plan.
tuted by WR. Grace in January * ; - .
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